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How to Install PostScript® Printers,
Printer Drivers and PPDs

for Windows workstations

Successful desktop publishing on the Windows or Macintosh platforms requires
PostScript compliance:

e PostScript laser or inkjet printer

* PostScript fonts

* Adobe Type Manager ver. 4.1 to manage fonts

* PostScript compatible page layout (desktop publishing) software

* PostScript compatible graphics (drawing) software

* Graphic files in EPS (encapsulated PostScript) format for vector graphics, and

TIF format for bitmapped images such as photos.

Most desktop publishing problems with fonts, graphics and text reflow are resolved by install-
ing the correct PostScript printer drivers on your workstation. Remember, since your desktop
publishing files will be transmitted to the print shop’s service bureau for high-resolution film
output, these problems can cost you hundreds of dollars in additional film and labor at the
service bureau, in addition to substantially delaying your job.

This section shows how to correctly install and configure a PostScript printer on a
Windows workstation so that you can minimize these costly problems.

Note: Since these procedures install software drivers on your system, please be sure to
check with your IT team about permissions and requirements for changing your workstation.

Overview

These instructions guide you through the process of installing PostScript printers and PPDs
on your Windows workstation because we've found that the regular Windows “Add Printer”
command doesn’t always install PostScript printers correctly, often leaving out critical drivers
or PPDs. It takes two files to properly install a PostScript printer:
* the Adobe Universal Installer utility that also contains the PostScript printer
driver; and
* the PPD (PostScript Printer Definition file) for your specific PostScript laser
or inkjet printer.

Be sure to have both files before continuing with the installation. Your computer may
already have a PostScript printer driver installed. But there’s a good chance that it’s not
configured properly or that the PPDs for your printer is missing or mis-installed.
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So even if you already have the PostScript driver installed, it’s best to download the
latest version from Adobe’s website and reinstall it. Here’s how to check your system to see if
the PostScript driver is already installed and which version it is.

From Windows Explorer or My Computer:

* Go to the following directory:
[Win NT/2000] C:/WINNT/ system32 / spool / drivers
[Win 95/98] C:/WIN/ system

* Look for one of the following files (depending upon your operating system,

you may need to look inside subfolders to find them):

Adobeps4.drv (PS ver 4 for Win98/95)
Adobeps5.dll (PS ver 5 for WinN'T/2000)

Sending jobs to a PostScript printer

You'll need to make sure that you USE the printer correctly, too. That means that

when you're in your desktop publishing soft-
ware and you select the FILE | Print com-

— Printer

M arme: “WSERVERNAdobePS Hantedocel-a-wiiter8300 j Properties | mand to print vour work. vou must select
Stane | SERVERNATODePS Yanishooel a wWiterBand PRty Y

\WSERVER'HP 2500C PCL the PostScript version of your printer from

Type: WWSERVERSHP 2600C Series PS3 Frinter |- . .
wWhere: a ,ie SEes el iinen - the list of printers, not the regular PCL ver-
Comment: | Fax Prirt to file sion ofyour printer.

~ Copies Many people will have both a PCL

Number of copies: [1 = [ Collate @I (non-PostScript) driver and a PostScript

driver as shown in this example for the
ey | Cancel | ok | HP 2500C printer. So be sure to select
the correct version when printing desktop
publishing files. Usually the words “PS” or

“PostScript” will be in the printer’s name.

You can use your PostScript printer to print jobs not only from your desktop publish-
ing programs, but also from your regular office programs, such as word processing and email.
So you can have just one PostScript printer installed to handle all your printing needs.

Instructions

1 Make sure you can see file extensions on your computer.

For example, when you view your files in Windows Explorer, if you only see “myfile”
rather than “myfile.jpg” you need to adjust Windows to show file extensions.
* In Windows Explorer or My Computer, select VIEW | OPTIONS.
e Then UNCHECK the box that says “Hide file extensions for known file
types.” You do not want the file extensions to be hidden from view.
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Download the latest PostScript printer driver and PPDs

Go to www.adobe.com/support/downloads/pdrvwin.htm to download the free

PostScript driver for your operating system. The latest versions as of 11/2001 is:

e AdobePS 4.5.2 for Windows 95/98/ME
e AdobePS 5.2.1 for Windows NT 4

e PScript 5 for Windows 2000
-1olx]

J File Edit View Fawvorites Tools Help ﬁ
| ®Back v = ~ @ [2] A | Qoearch GaFavorites BHstory | By & 0] + =
J Address I@ hittp: Sy adobe.com fsupport/downloads fpdrwwin. btm

Adobe

4} Downloads - Microsoft Internet Explorer

j &G0 HLinKs &

everywhere

you lookm

e Training  Forums  Ann

4 Custarmerfirst Support 4 Downloads

Downloads

Downloads for Printer Drivers for Windows

Downloads
¥ Printer Drivers far
windous : ;
By downloading software frorm the Adobe Web site you agree to the

Mew Downloads terms of our license agreement. Please read it befare downloading.

Downloading Help

To download & file, elick on the arrow next to its title. To view mare
details about a file, click on its titie. The files are sorted so thatthe
newsst files appear atthe top of each version catagory.

Adobe End-User
Licenze Agreement

Version 1.0.4 Universal Installer (AdobePS 4.5.1 for Win 95/98/ME; AdobePS
5.2 for Win NT 4.0; PScript 5 for Win 2000)

06/22¢2001

58MB n PostScript Printer Driver: AdobePS forWindows 895 Windows
88, Windows 38 Second Edition, ¥Windows biillennium Edition
wiindows MT 4.0, and Windows 2000 - Brazilian Portunuese

5.7 WB n PostScript Printer Driver: AdobeP & forWindows 95, Windows
98, Windows 98 Second Edition, ¥Windows biillennium Edition
Windowes MT 4.0, and Windows 2000 - Chinese Sirmplified

06222001

5.7 wB n PostScript Printer Driver: AdobeP S for windows 95, Windows
98, Windows 98 Second Edition, Windows biillennium Editiah
windovws MT 4.0, and Windows 2000 - Chinese Traditional

062242001

5.8MB n PostScript Printer Driver: AdobeP S for windows 95, Windows
98, Windows 98 Second Edition, Windows Millennium Edition,
indows MT 4.0, and Windows 2000 - Danish

062242001

[T 4 mtemet

Download PPDs:

When you're at Adobe’s website, download
the Universal Installer which is a bundle
of all the PostScript versions and an instal-
lation utility that automatically installs the
correct version of PostScript for your oper-
ating system. As of Nov. 2001, that file is
winsteng.exe, installer ver 1.0.5.

Note: Adobe updates this webpage
quite frequently, so you might see different
listings than those at right. Just look for
the latest PostScript driver for your operating
system and download it.

For technical reference about the
Universal Installer (especially if youre run-
ning Novell NetWare), refer to Adobe’s
technical page, www.adobe.com/support/
downloads/8a0e.htm.

From this website, you also can download PPDs (PostScript Printer Definition files) for
printers. They’re located at the bottom of that same webpage. If your PostScript printer is

not listed on Adobe’s website, then visit your printer manufacturer’s website to download

the latest PPDs.

Note: Many of Adobe’s software CD-ROM:s, including those for Adobe InDesign
1.5, Illustrator 9, and Adobe Type Manager Deluxe, have PostScript drivers on them, along
with the Printer Installer utility for Windows 95/98. If you have these CDs, you can use

their drivers.

Hint: At our studio, we keep a copy of the latest Universal Installer and the PPDs

for all our PostScript printers in a central folder on our file server. This lets us quickly set up

a workstation by launching the file server’s Universal Installer directly from the workstation,

and it also helps us guarantee that all our Windows systems have identical PostScript drivers

and PPDs.
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Install the PostScript driver

This step will run the Universal Installer utility that will install not only the
PostScript driver, but also the PPDs for your PostScript printer. You can install additional
PostScript printers at this time, too. Just relaunch the utility again and select your other

printer when prompted.

Desktop publishers should make sure that the driver for a generic PostScript
imagesetter is also installed on their workstation so that they can create their DTP files
A correctly and prevent text reflow problems. (Imagesetters are the high-
i S R i resolution film imaging devices used by print shops and service bureaus

72 _ Vg (O

to create the films that eventually are burned onto printing plates.) We
3 recommend that DTPers install the drivers for a Linotronic 500, 530 or
m ~| 630 on their workstations (set to the LPT1 port and default settings) so

Ad 0@ PStI’I pjtﬁ"’Dl'Wer that they can mimic the settings at service bureaus.

Wr-Chian Cheme, Matt lacoks, Jack Jia, Alics Ma, John Panaren, Raymend Shum, ¥ei Suzuki
“aung-Chi Tan, Shyam Vijay, Shuh-Hal Wong

DTPers should also have the drivers for the Xerox Docutech and

2300 e e e, il s o, Ao o e oo e i | X€FOX DOcuColor high-capacity digital printers which are often used to

PestSoript 3 and the PomSeript kg and AdobeP s are trade marks of Adobe Symems Incsrporated

Other brand or product names are trademarks or registered trademarks of the rezpective holders. print Small quantities Of brOChureS, bOOkletS and Other Smaller publica_

tions.

* Double-click on the .exe file you downloaded from Adobe’s website and it
will launch the driver installation utility program. As of June 2001, that file is:

winsteng.exe

e When prompted, select whether your printer is on a LAN or directly con-
nected to your workstation (local). Note: If you're installing the Linotronic

imagesetter driver, select “local.”

Haw is pour printer connected to your computer?

|tz ditectly cornected to your computer [Local Printer)

% |t iz connected to your network [Netwark Prirter]

Type the natwark path or the guews name of wour printer,
Click Browse to view available network, printers,

WSERVERYHP 2500C Series PS3 Printer

Browse... |

For network printers...

When prompted, browse your network to
select the printer. Be sure to select the
PostScript version of your printer, not the

PCL version. Continue to follow the screen
prompts until the installation is complete.

Note: If you're installing a networked
PostScript printer on a workstation, you
may need to first install the printer cor-
rectly on your server using this same pro-
cedure before you can install it on the
workstation.



www.pubcom.com Installing PostScript Printers « Page 9

For local, directly-connected printers:

Select this option when installing the drivers for your
local printer and also for Linotronic imagesetters,
Xerox Docutechs and DocuColors. For most local
installations, you'll select the LPT1 local printer port.

Huwy iz powr priviter connected bo pour computer?

0 |t is directy connected to your computer [Local Printer]
|t iz connected to pour netmeetwurk Printer]

e When prompted, select the PostScript

Click the port wou want to wse with this printer.

Click Configurs Port ko wiews or change that port's parameters. printer you want to install.

Available ports: o] f . . . h l h
e your printer is not in the list, then
COMZ:  Local Part o
(O poabe select the BROWSE button to navigate
COM4:  Local Part to a CD-ROM drive or a location on
FILE: Local Part h h .

T your coznputer where the printer manu-
LPT3:  Local Pat facturer’s software, .INF files or PPDs are
MSFAX Fax Port

located.

Corfigure Port... I

& Select the model of your printer. If you do not find your printer listed, you can click
\@ Browse to ook for printers at other locations or consult your printer documentation
for & compatible printer.

Continue to follow the screen prompts
until the installation is complete. To install
additional printers, relaunch the Universal
Installer.

If you cannct find a suitable printer listed, select Adobe Generic PostSeript Frinter,
Frinters:

Genenc PostScnpt Printer

Folders:
... thp2B00 postscaptiuseng

=X ZI Cancal
(== 9_Prirter PFDs

[£= HP2500 Pastscript

B= userg

DEFFRTR2FPD 13492 bytes 03/09/00 Browse. kj

<Back |

Mext > | Cancel I

PageMaker users: Copy the PPD into the PM65 / 7 folder.

PageMaker users must follow an additional step—copying, by hand, the PPDs for
their PostScript printers (including the Linotronic imagesetter and Xerox Docutechs men-
tioned previously) into the following folder:

C:\ PM65 \ RSRC\ USENGLISH \ PPD4
or C:\ Program Files \ Adobe \ PageMaker 7.0 \ RSRC \ USENGLISH \ PPD4
Remember, since the steps outlined above install software drivers on your system, be certain
to check with your I'T department before you begin. Correctly installing the appropriate
PostScript printer drivers on your workstation will resolve many of the desktop publishing
problems that involve printers, fonts and text reflow.




